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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claims 2 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 2 recites the limitation "the surface" in line 2 
and claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the standard hole pattern of a boot binding" in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Graham 
(6,634,657). 

2. As to claim 1 , Graham discloses a device that can be connected to a snowboard, 
the device includes a connecting component (34), a rotational component (122) and a 
handle component (124) (see Figs. 1 and 2) wherein the handle is connected to a 
snowboard such that the handle can rotate vertically and horizontally (when said snow 
board is rotated vertically and horizontally), and the handle can be grasped by one 
skiing behind the snow board to apply force to the handle to control the direction, speed 
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and edging of the snow board. Note, the prior art only needs to disclose a device that is 
capable of being grasped as claimed. That is, the prior does not need to disclose the 
intention of why the device is being grasped since that language merely speaks to the 
intended use of the device. 

3. As to claim 2, Graham discloses a device as described above. Graham also 
disclose a means (flathead screws) of connecting the device to a surface of a snow 
board that uses a set of existing snowboard binding screw holes (See Col. 3, lines 22- 
29, in particular lines 24-25). 

4. As to claim 3, Graham discloses a device as described above (see discussion of 
claim 1 ). Graham also discloses a means (pivot at 132) to provide rotation of a handle 
(124) both vertically and horizontally around one or more axes (see Fig. 2). Note, the 
transition of the handle from a horizontal position (ghost image) to the vertical position is 
a motion that includes both a vertical and a horizontal components (see Fig. 2). 

5. As to claim 4, Graham discloses a device as described above (see discussion of 
claim 1 ). Graham also discloses a means (202) for detaching the handle (1 92) from the 
rotational component (156) and thus the snowboard (see Fig. 10). 

6. As to claim 5, Graham discloses a snowboarding training device comprising a 
handle (124) and means (34) for attaching the handle to a rear portion of a snowboard 
such that the handle is disposed for grasping by an instructor (see Figs. 1 and 2). 

7. As to claim 6, Graham discloses a device as described above (see discussion of 
claim 5). Graham further discloses that the attaching means comprise a base plate (34) 
that is affixable to the snowboard using a coupling means (flathead screws and existing 
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holes in the snowboard) for a snowboard boot binding (See Col. 3, lines 22-29, in 
particular lines 24-25). 

Claims 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Anderson (1,535,391). 

8. As to claims 5 and 7, Anderson discloses a device comprising a handle (35) and 
means (11,12 and "bolts or the like") for/capable of attaching the handle to a rearward 
portion of a snowboard such that the handle is disposed for grasping by an instructor 
wherein the attaching means comprises a swivel connector (17) being rotatable in a 
substantially horizontal plane. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Anderson 
(1,535,391). 

9. As to claim 1 0, Anderson discloses a device comprising a base plate (1 1 ) being 
connectable to a snowboard, a swivel connector (17) affixed to the base plate, and a 
handle (37) engaging the swivel connector wherein the handle is configured to be 
grasped by an instructor (see Figs. 1 and 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8, 9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Anderson et al. (1 ,535,391 ). 
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10. As to claim 8, Anderson discloses a device as described above (see discussion 
of claim 7). Anderson does not disclose that the handle is rotatably attached to the 
swivel connector such that the handle may pivot in a substantially vertical plane; 
however, Anderson's swivel connector does allow for the handle to be rotatable in both 
vertical and horizontal planes (see Figs. 1 and 4). At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use any of an array of swivel 
configurations including that disclosed by Anderson or the instant invention, since both 
swiveling configurations are considered to be functionally equivalent in the exercise art 
to provide for the rotation of handles connected thereto in both vertical and horizontal 
planes. 

11. As to claim 9, Anderson discloses a device as described above (see discussion 
of claim 7). Anderson also discloses that the handle is attached to the swivel connector 
via the shaft (48) that is disposed in a seat (47) of the swivel connector (see Fig. 6); 
however, Anderson does not disclose that the handle is removably attached to the 
swivel connector. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to make the handle removably attachable to the swivel 
connector (by making the shaft removably attachable to the seat) such that the overall 
device can be somewhat disassembled for compact storage or transport. The 
separation of elements, where removability is desirable, is a design consideration within 
the skill of the art. In re Duhlberg , 283 F.2d 522, 129 USPQ 348 (CCPA 1961). 

12. As to claim 12, Anderson discloses a device as described above (see discussion 
of claim 10). Anderson further discloses that the swivel connector (17) is rotatable in a 
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substantially horizontal plane, but Anderson does not disclose that the handle is 
rotatably attached to the swivel connector such that the handle may pivot in a 
substantially vertical plane; however, Anderson's swivel connector does allow for the 
handle to be rotatable in both vertical and horizontal planes (see Figs. 1 and 4). At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to use any of an array of swivel configurations including that disclosed by Anderson or 
the instant invention, since both swiveling configurations are considered to be 
functionally equivalent in the exercise art to provide for the rotation of handles 
connected thereto in both vertical and horizontal planes. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson et al. (1,535,391) in view of Bobrowicz (6,102,428). 

1 3. As to claim 1 1 , Anderson discloses a device as described above (see discussion 
of claim 10). Anderson also discloses that the base plate includes attachment holes 
(12) generally configured in a square pattern (see Fig. 3) wherein the holes may be 
used to affix the base plate to a snowboard such as that disclosed by Bobrowicz which 
includes binding holes in a square pattern (see Figs. 1,7 and 10-17, particularly Fig. 16). 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Johnson '946 and March et al. '034 each disclose swivels having handles that can be 
attached to snowboards. 

Schaller et al. '850, Drako '454, Schaller et al. '183 and Porte 741 are representative of 
the prior art that disclose snowboards having an array of different boot binding hole 
patterns. 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tarn Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-4979. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Cronin can be reached on 571-2724536. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

January 17, 2006 

*** 




Stephen K. Cronin 
Primary Examiner 



